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FRANK B. WILDERSON, III

137 Schubert Ct., Irvine, CA 92617

Office (949) 824-6614

Home (949) 823-9466

fwilders@uci.edu
EDUCATION

2004

Ph.D. University of California, Berkeley, Department of Rhetoric/Film Program
1991

M.F.A. Columbia University, New York City, School of the Arts

1980

A.B. Dartmouth College, Hanover, Government Department/Philosophy

RESEARCH AREAS

Film Theory, Marxism, Black Political Theory, South African Politics, Dramaturgy, Cultural Studies

CURRENT ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT

2005
University of California, Irvine. Assistant Professor African American Studies (School of Humanities) and Drama (Claire Trevor School of the Arts)

ARTISTIC EMPLOYMENT AND NGO WORK

2004
Film Director. Reparations…Now, a documentary in production, captures the terror of unnamable loss shouldered by today’s descendents of slaves. It is predicated on the notion that slavery did not end in 1865; instead, the United States simply made adjustments to the force of Black resistance without diminishing the centrality of Black captivity to the stability and coherence of civil society. The poetic argument of the film is that, even in the 21st century, the coherence of the world is still contingent upon by the necessity of Black enslavement
1996
Creative Dramaturge. The Market Theatre in Johannesburg. Worked on The Colored Museum.

1992/93
Educational Materials Coordinator and Trainer. Khanya College Civics/Trade Union Training Program. July 1, 1992 to February 15, 1993. Wrote and produced education and training workshop materials for elected Civic leaders from each of the sixteen Black and Coloured townships surrounding Johannesburg. Facilitated workshops on organization and strategic planning; campaigns; civil society; the culture of politics; office work and division of labor; and the nuts and bolts of writing. Contributed to emerging knowledge base in Civil Society, post-apartheid Policy Formulation, and the impact of township leaders on the Metropolitan Chamber (a transitional structure designed to dissolve the Johannesburg City Council into a non-racial governing body in anticipation of the end of apartheid).

1990
Institutional Dramaturge. Lincoln Center Theater, New York City. Worked on Mule Bone and Township Fever.

Var. Dates
Creative Writing Instructor. San Quentin State Prison, Spring & Fall 1999. University

of California, Los Angeles, Summer 1997. University of Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg, Spring 1992. The Loft: A Place for Writing and Literature.

Minneapolis, Minnesota, 1987 and 1988. Free-lance Instructor, 1987-89.

PUBLICATIONS

Book: Scholarly

2009.
Red, White, & Black: Cinema and the Structure of U.S. Antagonisms. Duke University Press.

Book: Creative

August 2008.
Incognegro—a Memoir of Exile and Apartheid. South End Press.

Book Chapters

2008. “Biko and the Problematics of Presence.” Biko Lives: Contestations & Conversations. Amanda Alexander, Nigel Gibson & Andile Mngxitama, eds. Palgrave Macmillan.

2007. “The Prison Slave as Hegemony’s (Silent) Scandal.” Warfare: the American Homeland and Prison. Joy James, ed. Duke University Press. (Reprinted from Social Justice)
Articles

2004. “The Prison Slave as Hegemony’s (Silent) Scandal.” Social Justice, Vol.3, No. 2

2003. “Gramsci’s Black Marx: Whither the Slave in Civil Society?” Social Identities, Vol.9, No. 2.

1996. "The Makgoba Affair: Semiotics of a Prelates' War", Debate, Vol. 1, No.1.
1995. “‘Niggas are a Whole New Gadget’: African American Dissonance and Engagement in the ‘New’ South Africa.” Les Temps Modernes. Vol. 50, No. 585.

1995. “Curriculum Reconstruction and its Implications for Meeting the ANC’s Reconstruction and Development Program Human Resource Needs.” Perspectives In Education: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Research. Vol. 16, No.1.
Creative Writing

2002. “Incognegro.” (Memoir excerpt). Konch. Ishmael Reed, ed. http://www.ishmaelreedpub.com/

1991. “When the World Was October.” (Novel excerpt.)  Callaloo. Vol. 14, No.1.
1990. “When the World Was October.” (Novel excerpt). Obsidian II. Vol. 5, No. 1.
1990. “Soweto.” Paris Transcontinental.

1988. “The Ramadan Wars.” (Novel excerpt). Obsidian II. Vol. 3, No.1.

1981. “Glass Torpedo.” (Fiction). The Yardbird Press Anthology, Ishmael Reed, ed.

Public and Occasional

1996. "An odd little book tears apart the `syrupy mythology of Rainbowism'".  Sunday Independent,  

           Johannesburg.  Review of Dr. Ashwin Desai's Arise Ye Coolies.
1995. “Review of Setting Out by Ian Tromp and Strange Things by Mzi Mahola.” Imprint. (South Africa)

1995. “Review of Maqabane by Tatamkhulu Afrika.” New Coin. (South Africa)

1994. “Curriculum Development and Transformation.” Vista University’s Compilation of Discussion

Documents. (Soweto, South Africa)

1994. “Governance at Soweto.” Vista University’s Compilation of Discussion Documents. (Soweto, South

          Africa)

1994.  “Deans of Destruction.” Tribute Magazine. (South Africa)

RESEARCH GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND HONORS

Fellowships & Grants

2006
Humanities Center Collaborative Research Project Grant. UC Irvine

2003 & 2004 
Graduate Opportunity Program Dissertation Fellowship. UC Berkeley

1999 to 2002 
Ford Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship
1998

Humanities Research Grant. UC Berkeley

1997 to 1999
Graduate Opportunity Program Predoctoral Fellowship, UC Berkeley

1989 to 1991
School of the Arts Fellowship. Columbia University, New York City

Awards

2003      
The Eisner Prize for Creative Achievement of the Highest Order: Literature-Prose

1999

The Crothers Short Story Award
1999

The Judith Stronach Award for Poetry
1998

The Judith Stronach Award for Poetry
1998

Blue Mountain Artist Colony Residency
1991

Yaddo Foundation Artist Colony Residency
1989

Jerome Foundation Artists and Writers Award
1988

Loft-McKnight Award for Best Prose in the State of Minnesota
1988

Maya Angelou Award for Best Fiction Portraying the Black Experience in America
1988     
Ragdale Foundation Artist Colony Residency
ACADEMIC CONFERENCE PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS

April 2008
“The Narcissistic Slave: Cinema, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Position,” at the Multicampus Research Group on International Performance and Culture’s annual research retreat, at UCLA’s Arrowhead, CA. Resort.

Jan 2008
“Reflections on Black Images in the Media.” The Afrikan Students Union’s Consciousness TV Conference. UC Irvine.
Oct 2007
Participated in Round Table discussion on South Africa, the Truth & Reconciliation Commission, and Performance at the Multicampus Research Group on International Performance and Culture’s African Performance Conference. UC Irvine.

May 2007
Presented excerpts from Red, White, & Black: Cinema and the Structure of U.S. Antagonisms, at The Film Lab Lectures. Stanford University.

May 2007     
“Empathy (and Apathy)” Multicampus Research Group Colloquium. Warwick University, Warwick England.

March 2007
“A Peculiar Convergence: Traces of Black Death/Indian Kinship and the Dred Scott Decision in Contemporary Cinema.” Dred Scott Conference. UC Irvine.

Feb 2007
“Bind Tom: Musical Genius, Juridical Pawn.” African American Art Song Alliance Conference. UC Irvine

May 2006
“Negri and Hardt, Dancing at the Monster’s Ball.” Performance Research Group Symposium. UC San Diego.

May 2006
“Do I Stank or Was it Already Stanky in Here? or Notes from an Impossible Negro.” Black Thought in the Age of Terror Symposium. UC Irvine.

April 2006
“The Black Position: Civil Death in Civil Society.” Policing the Black Body Conference. Williams College, Williamstown, MA. (Coupled with screening of Reparations…Now).

Jan. 2006
“On Political Ontology: Cinema, Reparations, and the After-Life of Slavery.” Ohio State University. (Coupled with screening of Reparations…Now).

Nov. 2005
“Reflections on Anti-Black Racism in Crash.” The Rainbow Festival. UC Irvine.

Oct. 2004 
“Mad at the World: the Impasse of Humans and Slaves.” Confronting Racism Conference. University of Colorado, Denver.

April 2004
“Blackness and the End of Socially Transformative Film.” St. Clair Drake Cultural

Studies Forum on Cinema and the Fact of Blackness. University of California, Berkeley.

April 2004 
“Cinematic Unrest: Burnett, Bush Mama, and the BLA.” The Pacific Film Archives

Charles Burnett Film Retrospective. University of California, Berkeley. 

Oct. 2003
“Persons Unknown: Cinema and the Political Ontology of Race.” American Studies

Association Conference. Hilton Hotel, Hartford, Connecticut. 

Oct. 2003
“Blackness and the Imaginative Labor of Policing.” Confronting Racism Conference. University of Colorado, Denver.

April 2002 
“The Prison Slave as Hegemony’s (Silent) Scandal.” Imprisoned Intellectuals Conference.

Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island.

March 2002 
“Blackness Beyond Civil Society: Political Agency and Subjectivity in the New

World Order.” Blackness in Global Contexts Conference. University of California, Davis.

Nov. 2000
“Antonio Gramsci and the Problem of the Black Subject.” Rethinking Marxism

Conference, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Massachusetts..

Sept. 1998
“Prisons and Cinematic Exhibition.” Critical Resistance: Beyond the Prison Industrial

Complex Conference. University of California, Berkeley.

Feb. 1998
“Aphasia and the Illusion of Coherence in African-American Political Discourse.”  Harold Cruse 25th Anniversary of The Crisis of the Negro Intellectual Conference. University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
Var. Dates
“The Terms of Surrender: ANC Elite-Pacting During the Transition to Democracy.” The Center for Western European Studies Lecture Series. University of California, Berkeley. September 1997. The Dickey Center Lecture. Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire. May 1997. The Africa Round Table Lecture.  Stanford University. April 1997. Rethinking Marxism Conference. University of Massachusetts, Amherst. December 1996.

Var. Dates 
"Vista's Epistemological Domination: Notes on Discursive Discipline." The First African Symposium on Rhetoric: Persuasion and Power. University of Cape Town, July 1994. The Faculty Speaks Lecture Series. Vista University, Soweto, May 1994. 

MEDIA APPEARANCES & INVITED LECTURES

May 28, 2008
Two-hour author Book signing of Incognegro—a Memoir of Exile and Apartheid, at Book Expo America (the world’s large book trade fair). Los Angeles Convention Center.

March 19, 2007
Guest speaker in Graduate Seminar at the School of Social and Cultural Studies. University of California, Berkeley.

March 28, 2007
Guest speaker in Critical Thinking course at Cabrillo College, Aptos, CA.

Oct. 2, 2005
Film Screening: Screened 23 minutes of documentary Reparations…Now. Conducted post screening Q & A. The Parkway Theater in Oakland, Ca.

June 2, 1999
Radio Appearance: KQED (PBS) Forum with Michael Krasney. Debated a Hoover Institute scholar on significance of post-apartheid political changes in South Africa. San Francisco.

Aug. 1995
Workshop facilitator: Perspectives in Education (South African journal): workshops designed to help Black African academics write and get published. Vista University.

Dec. 3, 1994
Plenary Speaker: “Curriculum Reconstruction and Its Implications for Meeting the RDP Human Resource Needs.” South African Student’s Congress’s National Education Conference. University of the North.

June 11, 1994
Plenary Speaker: “The Roots of Varsity Unrest and the Preconditions for Transformation.” Mmabatho Civic Center (“Homeland” of Bophuthatswana, South Africa).

Sept. 2, 1994
Television Appearance: “Community Policing.” South African Broadcasting Company’s talk show Top Level.

Aug. 8, 1994
Radio Appearance: Radio 702’s Talk at Nine with Jon Qwelane. Re: Vista University.

July 17, 1994
Plenary Speaker: “Pitfalls and Possibilities of Transformation at Vista University.” UDUSA's (Union of Democratic University Staff Associations) National Congress.

Nov. 1992
Panel Participant and Moderator: “Civil Society and the Role of Civics.” Conceived and moderated a debate between Moses Mayekiso (President of the South African National Civic Organization, General Secretary of the National Union of Metal Workers) and Mpume Sikosana (ANC leader in the Natal Midlands). Garden Lodge Resort, Muldersdrift, South Africa. A Civic Association of Johannesburg event.

Nov. 1992
Panel Participant and Moderator: “Civil Society and the Role of Educational Non-Governmental Organizations.” Conceived and moderated a debate between Essop Pahad (Member of Deputy Vice President Thabo Mbeki's Think Tank), Monty Narsoo (Co-operative housing & education consultant) and Mark Swilling (Planact) for South African Council of Higher Education. Khanya College, Johannesburg.

COMMUNITY & POLITICAL SERVICE
Feb. 1995
Elected to the Transvaal Regional Executive of Congress of South African Writers.

1994
Elected to National Transformation Forum Executive Committee, Vista University (Head Office: Pretoria).

1994

Elected Local Transformation Forum Coordinator, Vista University, Soweto Campus.

1994

Conceived, coordinated and taught Creative Writing Workshops at Vista University.

1994
Conceived and convened "The Faculty Speaks" lecture series at Vista University, Soweto.


July 1993-1995
Elected to the Union of Democratic University Staff Associations' Executive for Vista University (Soweto). Served as Deputy Chairperson.

Var. Dates
African National Congress Offices and Activities: Political Education Committee, 1993, 1994. Field worker for ANC Peace Commission, in squatter camps of Phola Park, Biopatong, the Vaal Triangle, and Thokoza, May, June, July 1992. Elected to Sub-regional campaigns committee for Rolling Mass Action, July 1992. Elected to Sub-Regional Executive Council, July 1992. Elected to Branch Executive of the Hillbrow-Berea sector of Johannesburg, July 1992.

1992
Elected to the Transvaal Regional Executive of Congress of South African Writers.

TEACHING

University of California, Irvine

Assistant Professor

Sentient Objects and the Crisis of Critical Theory. Critical Theory Institute, School of the Humanities. Fall 2006.

The Black Protest Tradition. African American Studies Department. Fall 2006.

Film and Racial Conflict. African American Studies Department. Winter 2006.


The Black Protest Tradition. African American Studies Department. Winter 2006.

University of California, Berkeley

Instructor

White Supremacy, Black Ontology: Literature & the Structure of U.S. Antagonisms. African American Studies Department. Spring 2003.

Settler, “Savage,” Slave: Cinema and the Structure of U.S. Antagonisms. American Studies and African American Studies (Cross-listed) Departments. Spring 2002.

Current Issues in Education: The University as Industrial Complex. Education Department. Fall 2001. Team-taught with Amanda Lashaw.

Struggle, Counter-language, Dissent. African American Studies Department. Fall 1999, Fall 1998, Spring 1998.

Teaching Assistant

Black-, Native-, Chicano/a-, and Asian-American Cinema. American Studies and African American Studies (Cross-listed) Departments. Spring 2001.

African and Third World Cinema. African American Studies Department. Fall 2000.


Pre-Colonial African Studies. African American Studies Department. Fall 1997.
University of California, Santa Cruz

Lecturer

From Stakeholders to Antagonists: the Dilemma of Autobiography. Fall 2002, Fall 2001.

South African Universities and Colleges
Lecturer

Various African, English, and Modern American Literature Courses. Vista University. English Department. Soweto. 1993, 1994, 1995.

Intellectuals and the State. Comparative Literature Department. University of Witwatersrand. Johannesburg. Spring 1992.

Sociology of Education. Khanya College. Johannesburg. (An NGO and post-secondary college accredited by Indiana University). Spring 1996.

African Literature. Khanya College. Johannesburg. (An NGO and post-secondary college accredited by Indiana University). July 27 to September 8 1995.
Community College and K-12

Lecturer

Red, White, & Black: Cinema and the Structure of U.S. Antagonisms. English Department. De Anza College, Cupertino, California. Spring 2005.
Black Ontology, White Supremacy: Discourse & the Structure of U.S. Antagonisms; and Developmental English: Reading and Composition. English Department, College of Alameda. Alameda, California. Fall 2004 and Spring 2005.

 Struggle, Counter-language, Dissent. English Department, Cabrillo College. Aptos, California. Fall 1998, Spring 1999.

Whiteness in Literature and Film: 1950-1965. English Department, Cabrillo College, Aptos, California. Fall 1999.

Teaching Assistant

Literature Seminar. San Quentin State Prison (Community College course).  Spring 1999.
Substitute Teacher

High School, Middle School, & Elementary School. Compton Unified School District, Los Angeles. Fall 1996 & Spring 1997.

TRAVEL

Italy. Dissertation research. July & August 2001.

Guatemala. Student. June 2000.

Cuba. Student & Global Exchange participant. June 1998.

South Africa. Permanent resident. 1991 through 1996.

Botswana/South Africa. Visitor. December & January 1989/1990.
South Africa. Writing research. July & August 1989.

Spain and Morocco. Writing research. December & January 1985/1986.

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

Member: The University of California (system-wide) International Performance Multicampus

    Research Group. Two year appointment (2006/07 and 2007/08).

